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was a class not less influential and important than might
be produced in England by fusing the bar, the clergy, and
universities and the literary class into one vast intellectual
order. It is to be remembered that with the Jews
theology, law, science, and literature were but different
aspects of one thing, the Divine Eevelation which had
been made to their fathers and which was contained for
them in the Scriptures of the Old Testament supplemented,
in the view of the most influential party, by a Tradition
of equal antiquity and authority. As there was but oiu.»
sort of learning, there was but one learned profession,
consisting of the expounders of this ancient wisdom. At
least these constituted the one learned profession which
had much influence at this time, and which could be said
to deserve the title. The old Aaronic priesthood still
existed, but it" bore the stamp of a ruder age and wanted
the character and acquirements which conferred influence
in an age of books and study. As in Greece the priest-
hood passed into insignificance and resigned the task of
instructing the people, so far as they had ever undertaken
it, to the philosophers, so in Jutkoa they were eclipsed
first by the prophets and afterwards, when the faith in
inspiration began to die out, by the commentators on the
old Law. The order of Aaron gave place to the order
which regarded Ezra as its founder ; the priest gave place
to the Scribe or Lawyer.
At the time when the national institutions of Judtca
were threatened by the Greek kings of Syria, there sprang
up a party composed of those who clung most fondly to
ancient traditions, the object of which was to preserve the
nation from losing its peculiarity through the infection of
Greek manners and opinions. They bore the name of

